SD 
No. 7. | 
Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.— (Received January 9.) 


(No. 1. Confidential.) . 
My Lord, Rome, January 4, 1882. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 431, Confidential, of the 30th November 
last, reporting the substance of what I had heard from M. Mancini relative to an 
instruction which he had addressed to the Italian Chargé d’ Affaires at Paris respecting 
the abrupt closing of the Sfax Commission by the French President of it, I have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that M. Mancini informed me a few days ago that he 
had received the reply of the ch Government upon this subject, which was to the 
effect that they regarded the Commission as definitively closed. 
' M. Mancini added, in a tone of great irritation, that M. Gambetta had offered to 
pay a certain sum of money, as a gratuity, to the Italian Government, by way of 
settling any claims they might have in connection with the bombardment of Sfax, an 
offer which he looked upon as almost insulting to the Italian Government, and which 
it was his intention to reject in terms which he hoped would convince M. Gambetta 
that he ought never to have made it. ~ | 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. PAGET. 


No. 8. 
General Menabrea to Earl Granville.—(Received January 9.) 


L’AMBASSADE de Sa Majesté le Roi d’Italie & Londres s’étant trouvée dans 
le cas d’informer 4 plusieurs reprises le Gouvernement Royal que le Gouvernement 
de la Reine n’avait pas été saisi de demandes en ag ey ae de la part des 
familles de sujets Britanniques tués en Tunisie pendant les derniers événements, le 
Consul d’Italie & Tunis vient de faire observer au Ministre Royal des Affaires 
Etrangéres que cette allégation n’est pas entidrement correcte. Des réclamations de 
cette nature auraient été, en effet, adressées en assez grand nombre 4 l’Agent d’Angle- 
terre 4 Tunis, et celui-ci se serait empressé de les transmettre au Bey avec des lettres 
d’accompagnement. Il] en aurait ensuite référé au Foreign Office par un Rapport 

énéral. 3 
. Londres, le 7 Janvier, 1882. 


No. 9. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received January 10.) 


(Extender of Telegram No. 1.) 
My Lord, Tunis, January 2, 1882. 

IT has come to my knowledge that the Governor of Hammamet, who had come 
to Tunis to assist at an investigation into the circumstances under which an Arab 
dependent of the British Consular Agent at that place was lately arrested and shot, 
has returned to his post, and is getting up evidence that the arrest did not take place 
on British ground. The Consular Agent maintains that, if an inquiry were held on 
the spot, he could prove the contrary. -I venture, therefore, to suggest that an officer 
of this Consulate may be directed to proceed to Hammamet and investigate the 
matter, in which case I would ask for the necessary facilities from the Tunisian 
Government. 

I have, 


&e. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 
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M. Gambetta went on to say that he was collecting materials to enable him to 
come to a definite opinion on the position in which Tunisians abroad were placed by 
the VIth Article of the Treaty of the Bardo. This Article provided that the Diplomatic 
and Consular Agents of France in foreign countries should be charged with the 
r tection of the interests and of the subjects of the Regency. Now, as at present advised, 

. Gambetta could not, as a jurist, say that the Article conferred upon Tunisians the 
special privileges enjoyed by French citizens in foreign countries under Treaties or 
Capitulations. He was, however, examining the question ; and in the meantime, it did 
<7 si Soi that the affairs of the house tax in Egypt was still a cause of practical 

culty. 
I ae that an analogy might be found in the not unfrequent cases in which 
the Diplomatic and Consular Agents of one Power took charge, though in general 
only temporarily, of the protection of the subjects of another Power; but I added that 
I had no authority to diseuss the Article of the Treaty of the Bardo, and I reminded 
M. Gambetta that all I had been instructed to do was to represent to him the imme- 
diate inconvenience of allowing the affair of the house tax in Egypt to be mixed up 
with the question of the protection of Tunisians in that country. meee” 
ve 


» WC. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 14. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville——(Received January 14.) 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, Paris, January 12, 1882. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 4th instant, [ have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that I reminded M. Gambetta yesterday of his promise to make 
- special inquiries on the subject of the report that a French force had entered the district 
of Figuig, and had had an engagement with certain tribes on the Morocco territory. 
| . Gambetta answered that he had made every inquiry, and that he had found 
nothing whatever to confirm the report in question. 

He added, however, that though nothing of the kind appeared to have happened 
in the past, he could not help feeling uneasy about the future. Arab marauders 
seemed to be disposed to make incursions from Morocco into Algeria, and then to 
place themselves in security behind the Morocco frontier. It became very important, 
therefore, that the Sovereign of Morocco should not only have the will to prevent such 
incursions, but. should provide the means of doing so. I reminded M. Gambetta of 
the assurances he had given me of the positive intention of the French Government to 
respect the territory of Morocco, and I expressed a hope that we should be spared the 
calamity of an international Morocco question. 

He replied that his sentiments on the subject were well known to me. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 15. 
Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 


(No. o~ 

My Lord, Foreign Office, January 16, 1882. 
WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 9 of the 4th instant, I have to 

inform you that I approve your having called the attention of M. Gambetta to the 

report mentioned in Sir J. D. Hay’s despatch No. 108 of the 27th ultimo, that French 

troops had crossed the frontier of Morocco. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


8 
No. 16. 
Earl Granville to General Menabrea. 


M. |’ Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, January 16, 1882. 
WITH reference to your Excellency’s note verbale of the 7th instant, I have the 
honour to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government have not hitherto received 
any information as to claims for compensation being put forward by relations of 
British subjects killed during the course of recent events in Tunis. 
| I have, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 17. 
Consul-General Drummond Hay to Earl Granville—(Received January 17.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Tripoli, Barbary, January 3, 1882. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Vali has just received a 
letter from the Kaimakam of Ghadames reporting the murder of three French 
missionaries whilst on their way from that place to Ghat, a journey they had under- 
taken against the advice of the Local Government, and after signing a declaration 
that they did so at their own risk and peril. 

They were accompanied by three Arabs of the Shamba, an Algerian border 
tribe, who returned to Ghadames, and reported that, when at a distance of about 
a day’s journey from Ghadames, they had been attacked by a party of seven Tuarics, 
who had killed the missionaries, having first bound the escort, whom they afterwards 

released and allowed to return to Ghadames. 
| There may, therefore, be some doubt as to whether the priests met their death at 
the hands of the Tuarics or of their escort. 

The Vali, after informing the French Consul-General of the news he had received, 
sent orders to the Kaimakam of Ghadames to endeavour to discover and arrest the 
murderers, and to send the Shamba men under escort to Tripoli. 

; The priests, who belonged to the order of the Trappists, had been for some 
months resident, together with three others, at Ghadames, the head-quarters of the 
mission in this country being at Tripoli, where they established themselves in the 
summer of 1880. The object of this mission has ever been somewhat of a mystery, 
and it is generally believed to be one rather of a political nature, and possibl 
connected with the design which has been for some time attributed to the Branch 
Government of endeavouring to divert to Algiers or Tunis the valuable and fast- 
increasing trade between North Central Africa and Europe, of which Tripoli has 
hitherto been the port, the trade-caravans passing by Ghat, Ghadames, and Fezzan, to 
and from this port. 

It is possible the French Government may consider the assassination of these 
missionaries, taken in conjunction with the massacre of Colonel Flatters’ expedition 
in the same region by the Tuarics, in the early part of last year, as a good pretext for 
sending a military expedition in that direction. 

Such an expedition might possibly lead to complications, in which the ill-defined 
frontier of;this province might be likely to prove a us element. 

The murder of the French missionaries at this moment can cause no surprise, 
for after recent events in Tunis it would be extremely dangerous for any Europeans 
to travel amongst the nomadic tribes of the desert, whilst for Frenchmen it must be 
almost certain death to go amongst them. 

T have, &e, 


(Signed) F. R. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 18. 


(No. 3) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received January 18.) 

0. 3. 

(Telegraphic.) Tunis, January 17, 1882. 
SID TAIB, the Bey’s brother, was arrested during past night, and conducted 

prisoner to the Bardo by the Minister of War and a detachment of native cavalry. 
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I informed M. Ordega that there were vague rumours afloat that Bou Amama and 
other Arab Chiefs were about to bring forward a Shereef from Tafilelt, a relative of Mulai 
Hassan, as a pretender to the throne, and that any rash step taken by His Majesty might 
promote the views of those who are said to be plotting against him. 

M. Ordega said that M. Tissot had informed the Government at Paris that there was 
an active “‘ propaganda ”’ going on in Turkey, Egypt, and Tripoli for the regeneration of 
the Mahommedan power throughout Asia and Africa, and he inquired whether I had 
heard that agents had been sent to this country for a similar purpose; that he thought 
the British Government, as well as the French, had a common interest in watching such 
a fanatical agitation, which, if it assumed any practical form, might seriously affect their 
possessions in Africa and those of Great Britain in Asia. 

I replied that I did not think that agents for such a purpose had as yet been sent to 
the northern provinces of Morocco, but that it is reported an agitation of this kind has 
commenced in the south-eastern districts of the Empire, where Bou Amama and other 
Chiefs who have fled from Algeria and Tunis are now dwelling. I remarked that many 
Mahommedans believe that in the year 1300 of the Hegira, which commences in November 
of this year, the “ Mehedy,” or their Messiah, is to appear, and then that the regeneration 
of the Mahommedans would take place, and that they would regain an ascendency in those 
countries where the Mahommedans have been subjected to Christian rule; but that, up to 
the present time, I did not think that any great excitement cr feelings of animosity 
towards Christians had been roused by this prophecy in Morocco. 

M. Ordega informed me that he intended to proceed to the Moorish Court in the 
middle of March, and expected that a Government vessel would be sent to convey him and 
his suite to Mazagan or other convenient port, so as to avoid the long land journey from 
Tangier. I said that I had a general instruction to visit annually the Moorish Court, that 
I did not go last year, but that I thought it was very probable I might have to visit the 
Sultan shortly, as I had been directed to negotiate the revision of the Commercial Con- 
vention of 1856, that Cid Mohammed Bargash had been empowered to treat with me, but 
that from my experience of his timidity and hesitation in coming to a decision even on the 
most trivial question, I expected that the negotiation would be protracted unless | could 
bring the Sultan himself to understand that a reduction in duties would not necessarily 
lead to a reduction in revenue, but, on the contrary, to an increase in trade, and thereby to 
the wealth, prosperity, and revenue of the country. 

I observed that, as he was going to present his credentials, and had the important 
mission of seeking to come to a better understanding with the Sultan for the preservation 
of peace, and as 1 knew some difficulty had been experienced by the Sultan in receiving 
more than one Mission at atime at the city of Morocco, I should wish to avoid putting 
oo Majesty to inconvenience by my visit, which was not of such a pressing necessity as 

is own. 

M. Ordega observed that it would be a source of satisfaction to him, if it could be 
managed, that [ visited the Court about the same time as himself, for he felt persuaded 
that I would give sound advice to the Sultan on questions affecting the maintenance of 
peaceful relations with France, whilst he would be ready to support the suggestions I might 
have to make for the improvement of trade. , 

I replied that I should be very happy to meet him at the Court, that [ did not know 
whether Her Majesty’s Government would provide me with a ship to avoid the long land 
journey,* but that, should they not doso, I might have to set out inthe end of next month. 

I mentioned that when M. Tissot visited the Sultan in 1873 I was also at the 
Moorish Court, and that, as M. Tissot entertained similar views to those he had now 
expressed regarding the identity of policy which France and Great Britain ought to have 
in this country, we had carried them into practice, and had astonished the Sultan and his 
Ministers by presenting simultaneously identic notes on matters connected with trade and 
the introduction of improvements and reform, and in our joint visits to the Vizir had 
echoed views and counsels regarding the policy to be pursued by the Sultan and his 
Government. I said that it was a pleasure to me to find that he (M. Ordega) was disposed 
to be as frank and friendly as M. Tissot. 

I mentioned to M. Ordega that the revised draft of the Convention of Commerce did 
not contain any new stipulations, except those which were based on the Convention of 
Madrid, and an Article regarding the coasting trade ; that as steamers under the French and 
British flags were almost the only vessels engaged in conducting the trade with Morocco, 
I should be happy to consult with him regarding the terms of the stipulation in question, 
so that it might be framed in a manner to suit the interests of navigation of both countries ; 


5 ys Heavy rains generally take place in February and beginning of March, which vrevent a land journey.— 
~ 2 ie H, 
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further engagement had taken place between a French force, which had advanced in 
the direction of Figuig, and some Morocco tribes ; that the latter had been defeated, 
and that a considerable amount of property had fallen into the hands of the French, 
who, it was reported, were advancing towards Tafilelt. 

Cid Boobekeer says that the Vizir had sent for him to express his surprise that, 
after the assurances given by the French Government to the British and Spanish 
Governments, the former should haye committed these aggressions within the Morocco 
territory. 

On the receipt of this letter I called upon M. Ordega and informed him that I 
had received unpleasant tidings from Morocco. 

M. Ordega, interrupting me, said, “TI suppose a conflict has taken place in the 
Morocco territory.” I replied in the affirmative, and inquired if he had received 
tidings of a similar character from Algeria, . 

He said he had not, but that in a late communication he had received he had been 
informed that General Delebecq, who commanded an army division in the southern 
Province of Algeria, had complained of the hostile attitude of the Moorish tribes, 
who were in league with Bou Amama, and that he would be compelled, if this 
“intolerable” state of affairs continued, to march into the Morocco territory south of 
Beni-Matar, as Article IV of the Treaty of 1845 between France and Morocco 
sanctioned such a step, if the Sultan could not restrain his subjects from acts of 
hostility. ‘I inferred, therefore,” continued M. Ordega, “ when you mentioned that 
you had unpleasant tidings, that General Delebeeq had been compelled by cireum- 
stances to carry out his threat.” 

T asked M. Ordega if he would show me the IVth Article of the Treaty referred 
to. He said he had it not at hand, but that, as far as he could recollect, it admitted 
the right of the French to enter the territory south of Beni-Matar, in the direction of 
Figuig. 

ritace my visit to M. Ordega I have obtained a copy of the Article in question, 
which I annex. 

M. Ordega informed me that he expected to receive to-day despatches by the 
French packet from Algeria, and that he would be happy to let me know if the tidings 
I had received were confirmed. 

I told M. Ordega that I should not attach any great importance to a conflict 
between a French force and the wild tribes who inhabited districts where the Sultan 
had little or no power of control, were it not to be apprehended that a defeat of the 
Morocco tribes might arouse generally a hostile feeling towards the Sultan on the 
part of his fanatical subjects, who were already disposed to look upon His Majesty 
rather as the nibs the Christian than as ‘‘ the Defender of their Faith,” as His Majesty 
is styled, that his position would become very critical if a French force advanced 
into Figuig, and that it appeared to me that it would be preferable for the French 
Government and French Generals to put up with the extreme inconvenience which, © 
I admitted, was caused by Bou Amama and other Chiefs, than to incur the risk of the 
disastrous consequences which might ensue if the Sultan lost all power of control 
over his subjects throughout those parts of his dominions where Europeans still 
enjoy a certain degree of security. 

M. Ordega said he concurred in great measure with my views, and had written in 
that sense to the Government at Paris. He expressed also his satisfaction that I had 
received tidings that the Sultan, notwithstanding the alleged conflict, had sent orders 
to Tafilelt of a pacific character, proving that His Majesty sincerely desired to avoid a 
rupture of relations with France. 

I received a private note this evening from M. Ordega, of which I inclose a copy, 

and I further received from Oran the accompanying extracts from French journals, 
which lead me to believe that the tidings received by the Sultan from Tafilelt give an 
exaggerated account of the conflicts, which, I may observe, there is little doubt have 
taken place on the Morocco territory, though the French forces may have withdrawn 
to 5 and not advanced towards Tafilelt, as the terrified inhabitants of that 
town chosen to report. — 
_ I did not let M. Oriana know that my correspondent was Cid Boobekeer, who is 
in constant oral communication both with the Sultan and the Vizir, and I have to beg 
that it be kept secret from the French Government, as I have reason to know that in 
the time of M. de Vernouillet attempts were made to induce the Sultan to withdraw 
his confidence from Cid Boobekeer, but failed, or I should have been deprived of an 
important channel for obtaining information. 

mae ane given by Cid Boobekeer are sometimes incorrect or exaggerated, it 
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followed in Morocco by England and France; andT have to acquaint you that the language 
you held to M. Ordega is entirely approved by Her Majesty’s Sip incre . 


am, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


SS ssstsesssssssenssssssnsnessnssss 
No. 28. 


Lord Lyons to Karl Granville.—(Received February 24.) 


0. 165. 

ty Lond. Paris, February 23, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship, extracted from the 
“ Journal Officiel”’ of this day, a notice of the appointment of M. Roustan, late 
French Minister Resident at Tunis, to be French Envoy at Washington, in the room of 
M. Outrey, resigned. 

Another notice announces that M. Roustan has been replaced at Tunis by 
M. Cambon. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 29. 


Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville—(Received February 27.) 


E 
(No. 56. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Rome, February 28, 1882. 

M. MANCINT having, in the interview I had with him yesterday, made some 
allusion to the condition of affairs respecting Tunis, I asked him whether the recent 
change of Government in France had any effect in bettering the understanding between 
the French and Italian Governments, in regard to pending differences connected with 
the concerns of the Regency. 

His Excellency’s reply was that, as far as words went, he had nothing to complain 
of, but that facts remained the same, and he could not say that as yet he perceived 
any difference between the policy of M. de Freycinet and M. Gambetta, even in 
matters of detail. ; 

He referred to the affair of Sfax. It now appeared, his Excellency said, that a 
French banking-house had agreed to advance the ten millions indemnity claimed by 
France, on receiving a first mortgage (* premiére hypothéque”) upon the houses and 
property of the inhabitants; but this was a matter in which the interests of Italian 
citizens were involved to the extent of five millions, that being the amount which had 
been advanced by them to various natives upon the security of their property. The 
arrangement, therefore, with the French banking-house would have the effect of 
depriving the Italians of the guarantees for the repayment of their loans. 

He had made a representation, he said, upon the subject, both in Paris and in 


S. 

His Excellency then inquired whether I thought there was any likelihood of the 
French ever withdrawing their troops from Tunis. If they would enter into some 
engagement fixing a term for the cessation of the military occupation, all other 
questions could, he said, be easily arranged (on pourrait étre trds coulant sur toutes 
les autres questions”). So long as there was an insurrectionary movement to deal 
with, the presence of a French armed force might be explicable, but such was no longer 
the case ; he could even admit the French insisting upon occupying certain positions 
for a definite period ; but has as things were now, it amounted pretty much to 
a permanent annexation of the Regency, which was an open violation of the assurances 
which had been given by the French Government. 

It was impossible, while matters continued on their present footing, that the 
relations between Italy and France could reassume their former cordiality. He did 
not wish to contest the right of France to a predominant political influence in the 
Regency. Italy would be perfectly satisfied to have only such an amount of influence 
as was necessary for the protection of the interests of her citizens, but, according to 
present arrangements, the authority of the Bey existed only in name. A permanent 
occupation or annexation of the Regency by France, with Bizerta within eight hours’ 
Sail of ri9e pes coast, would be a standing menace to Italy which it would be 
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Inclosure in No. 31. 
Extract from the “ Stamboul” of February 21, 1882. 


a Oe eae tp Maroc, tA Turquin, ET L’ITaAtIE.—Nous lisons dans le 
7 a it 99 — 

* D’aprés les nouvelles que nous recevons d’E e, Sa Majesté le Roi Alphonse 
et ces Ministres manifestent de grandes sympathies 4 l’égard de Sermet Effendi, 
Ministre Ottoman 4 Madrid, et le comblent de prévenances et d’honneurs. En outre, le 
Gouvernement Espagnol, désirant réellement voir s’exercer l’influence du Gouverne- 
ment Ottoman au Maroc, les Représentants de l’Espagne dans ce pays tiennent un 

e trés favorable au Gouvernement Ottoman. 

“La conduite de la France dans le Nord de l’Afrique préoccupe vivement le 
Gouvernement Espagnol, et le Gouvernement Italien montre dans cette affaire des 
dispositions conformes 4 celle du Gouvernement Espagnol. 

“Ces deux Gouvernements se concertent en vue de prendre des mesures préserva- 
trices contre l’attitude de la France en Afrique. 


No. 382. 


os Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received March 6.) 
o. 6.) 
My Lord, Tunis, February 28, 1882. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 98 of the 12th September, 1881, on the 
subject of Mr. A. Missud’s claim for damage indisputably caused him by the military 
occupation of his farm by French troops, I have the honour to report that I succeeded 
subsequently in inducing M. Roustan to refer the matter to arbitration, notwith- 
standing that the military authorities had, in the first instance, made a report that the 
damages sustained by Mr. Missud were little more than nominal. 

‘The arbitrators decided that the claimant was entitled to a payment of 2,100 fr., 
besides the repair of his farm, which the French authorities undertook to carry into 
effect without delay. | ; 

Three months have passed since that decision was come to, and, as nothing further 
has been done inthe matter, Mr. Missud’s damages have been appreciably increased. 

On the 25th instant, in answer to a private note I had written to M. Roustan, 
urging the execution of the terms of the understandirg come to, I received a Memo- 
randum, of which I inclose a copy, and the contents of which I venture to think are 
of more than ordinary importance. 

Your meio et perceive, by a perusal of the document, that the French con- 
template paying damages caused by them out of the sum to be recovered from 
the Arabs as war indemnity. 

I refrain from making any remark upon this unexpected notification, beyond the 
observation that the money to be derived from this source, even if realized, will be 
wholly inadequate to meet the claims already preferred by British subjects alone. 

Mr. Missud is anxious to withdraw from the arrangement to which he had 
consented, but I have persuaded him to refrain from doing so until I receive your 
Lordship’s instructions on the subject. 


Ihave, &e. — 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure in No. 32. 
Memorandum communicated by M. Roustan to Mr. Reade, February 25, 1882. 


DES Vacceptation des conclusions des experts par le Consulat Général de Sa 
Majesté Britannique, M. le Général J apy a demandé au Ministre de la Guerre de lui 
Ouvrir un crédit pour payer au Sieur Missud la somme qui lui était allouée. 

M. le Général Campenon a répondu qu’il n’était pas autorisé 4 ouvrir de crédits 
pour des réclamations de cette nature, et il l’a fait savoir & son collégue des Affaires 

éres, en le priant d’aviser. M. de Freycinet a communiqué cette réponse au 
Ministre-Résident 4 Tunis, en V’invitant 4 classer la demande Missud avec les indem- 
nités qui doivent étre reglées sur la contribution de guerre. 
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Inclosure in No. 39. 


Lord Lyons to M. de Freycinet. 


M. le Président du Conseil, Paris, March 16, 1882. 

IN obedience to instructions which I have received from Her Majesty’s Princi 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour to bring to the notice of the 
French Government the claim of a British subject (M. Antonio Missud) for compensa- 
tion for damage stated to have been sustained by him in consequence of the occupation 
in September last by French troops of a house and farm belonging to him called 
Shusha, which is situated at the distance of about 4 miles from the we of Tunis. 

A protest on the subject was made by Missud at the time, to which official course 
was given by Mr. Reade, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Tunis, and the 
matter was in consequence referred, in concert with M. Roustan, to arbitration. 

The arbitrators jecided that the claimant was entitled to a payment of 2,100 fr., 
so the repair of his farm, which the French authorities undertook to effect without 

elay. 

‘ihe award was accepted by Her Majesty’s Consulate-General on condition that it 
Should be carried into effect immediately; but weeks elapsed and nothing was done. 
In consequence communications took place between Her Majesty’s Consul-General 
and M. Roustan, from which it 92 Fag that General Jassy had applied to the 
Minister of War for a credit to enable him to pay M. Missud the sum awarded to 
him, but, in reply, had been instructed to include the claim among those to be paid 
out of the war contribution imposed in the Regency. 

It appeared, moreover, that, on being informed of this instruction, M. Roustan 
pointed out to your Excellency’s Department that difficulties must arise with the 
claimant, inasmuch as the award had in fact been accepted by the British Consulate- 
General only on condition that it should be executed without delay. | 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 40. 


an Sir J. Drummond Hay to Earl Granville-—(Received March 20.) 
0. 38.) | 
My Lord, Tangier, March 18, 1882. 

YESTERDAY, after I had sent off my despatch No. 36, transmitting telegrams 
contained in foreign journals regarding the late conflict between French troops and 
Moorish tribes within the Morocco territory, M. Ordega. called, and, in the course of 
conversation, observed that I had probably noticed in the public journals reports of a 
recent conflict having taken place between French troops and Arabs, and that he had 
just received a telegram from Paris informing him that such a conflict had taken 
place on the Morocco territory, and that it had been brought about in consequence of 
& body of Algerine insurgents having entered French territory to commit a raid; that 
they had been attacked by French troops, and, on their defeat, had been pursued 
across the frontier; that when the pursuit was given up, and the French force was 
_ Tetiring towards the Algerine territory, a force composed of about 1,500 men barred 
their passage. The French force attacked and routed them, and recrossed the frontier, 
leaving a hundred of the enemy dead on the field. That the French Commander had 
Supposed, when he engaged this body of natives, that they were insurgents belonging 
to the camps of Boo Amama or to Cid Suleyman; but that he had subsequently been 
Informed that they were Moorish tribes. 

I replied that I had learnt with regret that this conflict had taken place, for 
T would not conceal from him that it appeared to me strange, after the repeated 
assurances given by the French Government, that a French force should have invaded 
the Maroquine territory. M. Ordega observed: “ What are we todo? Our territory 
is invaded; we repulse and pursue the invaders. The frontier is not laid down, as in 
other countries, by distinct landmarks; it is therefore difficult for our commanders to 
know when they are on Moorish or on Algerine territory.” I remarked that the 
frontier had been laid down in an especial Treaty, drawn up by Commissioners on the 
part of both Governments ; and that, though there may be difficulty in distinguishing 
what is Moorish or Algerine territory within a mile or two of the frontier, yet the 
Commander who penetrated, as it is alleged, in pursuit of insurgents, as far as the 
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(N Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received March 20.) 
0. 11. F 
My feels Tunis, March 14, 1882. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 9 of the 8th instant, reporting the renewal 
of disturbances by marauding Arabs in the district which intervenes between Susa and 
Kairwan, I have the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch which has reached me 
from the British Vice-Consul at Susa, and from which it will be seen that four of the 
eleven cart-drivers alluded to in my said telegram were Maltese, and that, of these, 
three were killed and one wounded. The remaining seven consisted of six Italians 
and one Arab and were all killed, with the exception of an Italian who has been 
brought to Tunis in a severely wounded state. 

I may perhaps state, with regard to these deplorable cases of assassinated Maltese, 
that, in the early days of the French invasion and immediately after the occurrence 
of the first outrages of this nature, I sent for the principal owners and drivers of carts 
at this place, and warned them that if they went into the interior under present 
circumstances they did so at their own risk and peril. a 

I have 


(Signed) | THOS. F. READE. 
ERD Fe SiS reS ae Ne ei eee 
Inclosure in No. 41. 


Acting Vice-Consul Balzan to Mr. Reade. 


Sir, Susa, March 12, 1882. 

I INFORMED you by telegram that I had sent my Dragoman to the Enfida to 
make inquiries regarding the reported assassination of carters. The Dragoman 
returned yesterday, and brought the following particulars :— 

Four Maltese and a Moorish carter passed Saturday night, the 4th, at a place 
called Zriba, in the Kairwan territory, and carly on the Sunday morning they were 
assaulted by a band of Arabs, and three Maltese and the Moor were killed, and the 
other Maltese was seriously, but not mortally, wounded, having received ten wounds. 

Their names are: Caséa, wounded; and a brother of Casdia, a son of Hachem, 
another, name unknown, and Hmed Trabelsi, killed. 

The wounded man, Caséia, who only saved his life by feigning death, proceeded to 
Kairwan to give the alarm, where he is now in hospital.. On the information reaching 
the French they proceeded at once to the spot, where, finding the dead, they buried 
them, and consigned the carts and goods, which apparently had not been touched, to 
the Arabs in the district until further orders, holding them: responsible. On the 
arrival of the wounded man here, I shall learn if he is the owner of the horse in my 
Possession. 

At Swateer, also in the Kairwan territory, six Italians were attacked, but 
apparently by another band, five were killed and one wounded, who proceeded to 
Tunis. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. BALZAN. 


a a Ee 
No. 42. 


aN Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville—(Received March 20.) 
0. 83. 
My Lord, Rome, March 17, 1882, 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith an article from the “ Popolo Romano ”’ 
of to-day upon the Tunisian question, of which the following is a summary :— 
_ . After criticizing a recent article in the “ Journal des Débats,” as affording no 
information as to what France is going to do “when she has re-established order in 
Tunis,” it is remarked “that the Italian Government has, throughout the whole affair, 
Carefully abstained from interference; that now it is evident that France is, after all, 
unable to restore order in the Regency with the means hitherto employed. What, 
then, is she todo? Is she to adopt the dangerous course of covering Tunis with an 
army, 11268) to prevent the recurrence of disturbances, must remain permanently in 
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No. 45. 
The Law Officers of the Crown and Dr. Deane to Earl Granville—(Received March 23.) 
_ My Lord, | Temple, March 23, 1882. 

WE are honoured with your Lordship’s commands signified in Lord Tenterden’s 
letter of the 13th instant, transmitting papers, and requesting that we would favour 
your Lordship with our opinion and advice on the following question :— 

That a Company styling itself the North African and Soos Trading Company 
was attempting to establish itself on the south-western coast of Morocco below 
Mogador, and had entered into agreements with the Sheikhs of Soos independently of 
the Sultan of Morocco, whose claim of sovereignty over the territory in question was 
acknowledged by Her Majesty’s Government. ‘That the Moorish Government having 

tested against the proceedings of that Company as an infraction of the laws of 

orocco, your Lordship had caused a letter to be addressed to the Company, informing 
them the territories referred to in their prospectus were within the dominions of the 
Sultan, and that they must not expect protection from Her Majesty’s Government 
against measures taken by His Highness to prevent illegal trading along the coast 
under agreements with native Chiefs, who had no authority to enter into them. 

That Her Majesty’s Minister at the Moorish Court about the same time addressed 
a communication to Her Majesty’s Consul at Mogador, instructing him to make 
known to all persons within his Consular jurisdiction the views of the Moorish Govern- 
ment in ere to the Company. That that instruction received the approval of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

That Sir J. D. Hay also transmitted to the Foreign Office a letter he had received 
from the Sultan’s Minister, Cid Mahomed Bargash, requesting him to forward a 
notification by the Moorish Government to the same effect to the “Times” newspaper 
for insertion, and that he applied for instructions. | 

That he was informed, in reply, that such a communication could not properly be 
made to a newspaper through Her Majesty’s Representative, but that your Lordship 
was willing to give publicity to any official note on the subject which Cid Mahomed 
Bargash might address to your Lordship for that p " 

That the Moorish Government adopted that suggestion, and that your Lordship 
was about to consult us as to the advisability of publishing, as it stands, the transla- 
tion of the Moorish Minister’s note inclosed in the annexed despatch when a notice 
appeared in the “‘ Times” (of which a copy was annexed). That it appeared that that 
notice was forwarded to the “Times” for publication by Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Mogador, without authority from the Foreign Office or from Sir J. D. Hay. 

That your Lordship understood that that note had aroused the indignation of the 
promoters of the Company; and that Lord Tenterden invited our attention to the 
letter addressed to Sir Charles Dilke by Mr. Kirby, a solicitor representing one of the 
shareholders, and to the Say eran had been returned thereto. That the notice was 
quite correct as regards the facts therein stated, but that Consul Payton exceeded his 
authority and instructions in transmitting it to the ‘‘Times” for publication. That 
Lord Tenterden was to ing, i that we would favour your Lordship with our opinion 
whether the steps taken by Her Majesty’s Consul might be held by Her Majesty’s 
Government, in meeting any remonstrance addressed to them by the Company, to be 
justified by the circumstances of the case, and whether they should therefore accept 
the responsibility of the notice published by him in the “Times.” That your Lordship 
also desired to be informed whether, in our opinion, there was any objection to the 
publication in the usual manner of the letter from the Moorish Minister to 
Sir J. D. Hay of the 21st January, 1882, or whether it should be made public at once 
in confirmation of the notice which had appeared in the “ Times.” 
| In obedience to your Lordship’s commands we have the honour to report— 

That the steps taken by Her Majesty’s Consul may, we think, be held by Her 
Majesty’s Government, in meeting any remonstrance addressed to them by the 
Company, to be justified by the circumstances of the case, and that the responsibility of 
the notice published in the “Times”? may be accepted by Her Majesty’s Government. 

We do not think there is any objection to the publication, at once, in the usual 
manner, of the letter from the Moorish Minister to Sir J. D. Hay of the 21st January, 
1882. But its publication will probably not add much weight to the notice which has 


already appeared. 
oor We have, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY JAMES. 
FARRER HERSOHELL. 
J. PARKER DEANE. 
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Le Président de la République Francaise, 
Sur la proposition du Président du Conseil, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, 


Décréte : 

Article 1". Les divers services ou établissements fonctionnant en Tunisie, sous 
Paction du Gouvernement Francais, seront, dans les limites ot s’exerce cette action, 
placés dans la dépendance du Département Ministériel correspondant de la 
République. 

Art. 2. Le Ministre-Résident & Tunis sera le représentant direct de tous ces 
services et, d ce titre, correspondra avee les Ministres Francais, desquels il receyra ses 
instructions. 

Art. 3. Les communications échangées entre le Ministre-Résident et les membres 
du Gouvernement Francais, passeront par Vintermédiaire du Ministre des Affaires 
Ktrangéres qui les examinera au point de vue spécial de Vaction diplomatique et des 
intéréts internationaux et indiquera, s’il y a lieu, les observations que suggérera cet 
examen. 

Art. 4. Les projets d’organisation et les demandes de erédits y afférents que ces 
divers services pourraient entrainer seront soumis 4 l’avyis du Ministre des Affaires 
Etrangéres qui les contresignera de concert avec le Ministres compétents. 

Art. 5. Les Ministres sont chargés, chacun en ce qui concerne son Département, 
de l’exécution du présent Décret, qui sera inséré au “ Bulletin des Lois.” 


Fait & Paris, le 22 Avril, 1882. 
(Signé) JULES GREVY. 


Par le Président de la République, 
Le Président du Conseil, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, 
(Signé) C. DE FREYCINET. 


Le Président du Conseil, Ministre des Affaires Htrangéres, 
Vu la nécessité de faciliter l’'expédition des affaires concernant la Tunisie, sur la 
proposition du Directeur du Personnel et des Fonds, 


Arréte : 

Article 1*. Un troisiéme Bureau est créé & la Sous-Direction du Midi a la Direction 
des Affaires Politiques, sous la dénomination de Bureau des Affaires Tunisiennes. 

Art 2. Le Bureau des Affaires Tunisiennes sera chargé de l’examen, au point de 
vue diplomatique et international, des projets, propositions, réclamations et requétes de 
toute nature se rapportant A l’organisation politique, administrative et financiére de la 
Régence, ainsi que de la correspondance générale relative 4 la Tunisie. 

Art. 3. Sous réserve des observations que suggérait cet examen préalable, les 
projets, propositions, réclamations et requétes dont il s’agit 4 lArticle précédent 
Seront transmis immédiatement, suivant le cas, soit aux différents Départements 
Ministériels compétents pour statuer sur leur objet spécial, soit au Ministre-Résident 
de la République & Tunis. 

Art. Le Bureau des Affaires Tunisiennes se composera, jusqu’d nouvel ordre, d’un 
rédacteur faisant fonctions de chef, d’un attaché payé, et d’un attaché. 

Art. 5. Le Directeur du Personnel et des Fonds est chargé de Vexécution du 
présent Arrété, qui entrera en vigueur 4 partir du 1* Mai prochain. 


Fait & Paris, le 22 Avril, 1882. 
(Signé) C. DE FREYCINET. ° 


Par Arrété du Président du Conseil, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, en date du 
22 Avril, 1882, M. Jusserand, Rédacteur & la Direction des Affaires Politiques, est 
chargé, en cette qualité, des fonctions de Chef du Bureau des Affaires Tunisiennes, 
créé i la Sous-Direction du Midi, & la Direction des Affaires Politiques. 
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un contre trente, se sont vaillamment comportés, et, dans la mélée furieuse qui s’est 
engagée, ils ont été dignes des vieilles troupes d’Afrique. Nos pertes sont sensibles: 
. 2 officiers tués, 2 officiers blessés, 48 soldats tués ou disparus, 26 blessés. Une partie 
du convoi a été enlevée par suite de la fuite des convoyeurs Arabes. 

“Les pertes des assaillants sont considérables. On les évalue & plusieurs 
centaines de tués. Les femmes Arabes accompagnaient les combattants et ont montré 
un acharnement inoui. 

“Cet engagement faif le plus grand honneur aux troupes qui l’ont soutenu:— 
‘Nos blessés sont pleins de fierté, dit le Général Colonnieu, en rendant compte de 
leur arrivée 4 Ain-ben-Khelil. 

“D’aprés un télégramme du Général Saussier, qui se trouve en tournée % 
Tlemcen, ce fait isolé et accidentel ne doit inspirer aucune inquiétude 


Inclosure 2 in No. 77. 
Extract from the “ Journal des Débats” of April 30, 1882. 


D’ ASSEZ graves nouvelles nous sont arrivées ce matin de la province d’Oran. 
Deux compagnies de la Legion Etrangére ont été attaquées par les Arabes aux environs 
du chott Tigri. Les assaillants étaient au nombre de 6,000 fantassins et 1,500 
cavaliers. Le détachment Francais, commandé par M. de Castries, a opposé une 
énergique résistance, eta fini par rester maitre du terrain. Le combat parait avoir été 
des plus vifs, car les pertes subies par nos ike tes s’élévent & quarante-huit morts et & 
une quarantaine de ewile: D’aprés la dépéche qui nous annonce ce fait d‘armes, 
plusieurs centaines d’ennemis auraient été tués. Mais tout en reconnaissant que cet 
engagement fait le plus d honneur & nos troupes, nous ne devons pas malheureuse- 
ment perdre de vue qu’elles ont été obligées d’abandonner leur convoi. Comme il 
arrive trop souvent dans les expéditions entreprises au sud de l’Algérie, les 
indigénes chargés d’escorter les approvisionnements de toute nature qui suivent les 
colonnes, ont déserté leur poste pendant le combat. Les deux compagnies, dont 
Veffectif venait d'étre affaibli par l’engagement qu’elles avaient eu a soutenir, 
ont di se résigner 4 abandonner leurs provisions, afin de ne pas disséminer 
— forces, dans le cas ot elles auraient 4 repousser une nouvelle attaque de 
"ennemi. 

Les dépéches que nous avons regues ce matin d’Oran, n’indiquent pas d’une 
Maniére bien précise le lieu of nos troupes ont été attaquées par les Arabes. Nous 
Savons seulement que le combat a été livré sur les bords du chott Tigri. Ce chott a 
i de 50 kilom. de longueur, et sa largeur moyenne est d’environ 15 kilom. 

est situé en entier sur le territoire Marocain, et son extrémité orientale n’est 
Séparée que par une distance de sey kilométres de la frontiére Algérienne. On 
a donc tenir pour certain que le détachement, Francais se trouvait fort prés de la 

ntiére Marocaine et probablement méme dans les Etats du Chérif, au moment ov il 
& été assailli par les indigénes. La dépéche télégraphique dont nous avons donné plus 
haut l’analyse nqus apprend de plus que les deux compagnies Frangaises étaient 
chargés d’une reconnaissance topographique et qu’elles ont été attaquées par des tribus: 
Nominalement soumises au Sultan du Maroc. é; 

Nous ne devons pas nous ¢étonner, du reste, des fréquentes Incursions que nos 
troupes sont obligées de faire sur le territoire Marocain. A partir de Sfisifa il n'existe 
plus de frontidre, et la souveraineté de la France et celle du Chérif s’exercent sur les 
tribus et non sur le sol. C'est dans cette zone, mais plus au sud, qu’a été récemment 
livré le combat de ’Oued Fendi, ot nos troupes ont mis en déroute les contingents de 

-Amema. Aujourd’hui c’est dans une région sur laquelle le Maroc a des droits de 
Souveraineté que s’est engagée la lutte; mais nos troupes ne sauraient étre accusées 
Pour cela d’avoir violé les principes du droit des gens. Les difficultés assez fréquentes 
_ Que soulévent les déprédations commises dans le sud de la province d’Oran par les 

bus Marocaines les plus rapprochées de la frontiére ont été récemment réglées par 
un accord intervenu entre le Sultan Muley Hassan et le Représentant de notre pays. 
Le Gouvernement du Chérif a payé une partie des indemnités auxquelles avaient 

it les tribus placées sous notre domination qui avaient été victimes des déprédations 
©Xereées par des bandes venues du Maroc. En méme temps, ila été convenu que les 
Etats de Muley Hassan ne devyraient dans aucun cas servir d’asile aux insurgés du 
Sahara Oranais et que nos troupes auraient le droit de passer la frontiére pour poursuivre 


les rebelles, 
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objection in confiding it to me) whether the above language had been held to His 
Majesty by M. Ordega, and whether his Majesty had given his consent to the entry of 
French forces in case of necessity into the Morocco territory. 

The Sultan replied that M. Ordega had given assurances of a friendly character, 
and of the desire of the French Government to adhere to the frontier as laid down in 
the Treaty of 1845, and not to encroach upon their territory; that he had also claimed 
the right of French forces, in accordance with Article IV, to attack and chastise 
Algerian rebels who committed hostilities on French territory and then sought refuge 
in his, the Sultan’s, dominions. That, taking into consideration the spirit of Article IV, 
and the repeated advice I had given that he, the Sultan, should do all in his power to 
expel Boo Amama, Suleiman, and other erines, or to restrain them from com- 
mitting outrages on the frontier, and as, His Majesty added, I had also intimated that 
if they had not the power to do so, very grave complications might some day arise, and 
as it would be y very beneficial to both parties that these troublesome Chiefs 
should be expelled from the Morocco territory, he, the Sultan, had given his consent. 

I asked the Sultan whether any point on the frontier had been fixed north of 
which a French force would not be allowed to enter in pursuit of Algerian rebels. 
His Majesty replied, “ Teniet Sassi,” * and that north of that district no French force 
was to enter on any plea whatsoever; and further, that M. Ordega had engaged that 
the French troops should not remain Jonger than was requisite for their operations in 
pursuit of these Chiefs. | 

I inquired whether the assurances given that the French Government would 
respect the integrity of the Sultan’s dominions and His Majesty’s independence had 
been committed to writing. His Majesty replied that I had recommended 
confidentially that such an assurance in writing signed by the Minister should be 
obtained, and that His Majesty was in possession of this document. 

The Sultan informed me that he expected M. Ordega to take leave this morning, 
and that he therefore deferred consulting with me upon the subject of His Majesty’s 
intended expedition to Socs and the opening of a port on the south-west coast. 

I withdrew and met M. Ordega on horseback entering as I left the Palace. 

I may here observe that the tribes dwelling within the Morocco frontier south of 
Teniet Sassi up to the Tafilelt district have not for many years submitted to the authority 
of the Sultan and do not pay taxes, but merely acknowledge the Sultan as the “ Caliph 
Allah.” The district and town of Tafilelt have, however, authorities regularly 
appointed by the Sultan, and many of the members of the Shereefian dynasty reside 
there. That district, I understand, is not to be entered by the French. 

With regard to the consequences that may ensue from this concession made by the 
Sultan, I am of opinion that, so long as the Commanders of French forces do not take 
undue advantage of the concession in their operations and abstain from building 
permanent forts or other works within the Morocco territory, it is perhaps the only 
solution to be given to a state of affairs which might sooner or later have caused the 
eo enter the Morocco territory without the Sultan’s consent, as at present 
obtained. 

The Sultan appeared to be much impressed by this, for he repeatedly observed that 
he could never venture to send a force against the tribes on the south-eastern frontier, 
where he had not the means of provisioning his troops, who might therefore desert and 
join the insurgents. His Majesty also acknowledged that he could not resist French 
arms, and that his ports were at the mercy of any naval force which might be sent to 
attack them. 

About 200 inhabitants of the Figuig and Tafilelt districts have recently arrived at 
this Court and complained that the French had entered the Figuig district, massacred 
the people, and destroyed or carried off their property. I suggested that the Sultan 
should point out to these people that they had hitherto neglected to acknowledge his 
temporal authority, and now that in consequence of their having allowed the enemies 

of the French to settle or take refuge within their territory, and, that they have been 
chastised, they appeal for redress to His Majesty, and that it appeared to me that the 
Sultan should take advantage of this state of affairs and recommend to these people, as 
the best and sole remedy, that they take steps to expel the Algerian Chiefs and their 
followers, ard that they show by their conduct for the future that they wish to be 
faithful subjects of His Majesty and will obey his orders, and that should they do so, 
the French will be requested by His Majesty + to — them. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. DRUMMOND HAY. 


; * Latitude 34° N., longitude 4° W. 
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was a spirit of disaffection throughout his army, and I apprehended that, if he 
marched towards the south, the men would desert and the horses and baggage animals 
die from want of food. An insurrection might at any time take place in the northern 
provinces, and that he risked losing his throne. 

I told the Sultan that I would not conceal from him that the principal officers of 
his Court made no secret of their dissatisfaction. I suggested that he should defer the 
expedition until another year, when, if there was a good harvest and the people were 
less discontented, he might have far better hopes of success; and, in the meantime, I 
suggested he might dispatch two regiments of Askar, by sea, to Agadeer, to garrison 
that town, as a preliminary step towards bringing his subjects in the southern 
provinces under control. 

The Sultan replied that he had already dispatched several thousand camel-loads of 
Sina and ammunition to Mogador, to be conveyed thence by sea to supply his 

orces on their march; that the very fact of the crops having failed in the Soos and 
Wadnoon districts gave him better hopes of bringing under subjection the inhabitants, 
who, in a year of plenty, would be better able to resist his arms; that he had been told 
that the Spanish Government intended to insist on the cession of a port, as stipulated 
in the Treaty after the war of 1860, and that he desired to see himself the site of Santa 
Cruz la Pequefia.* His Majesty said he hoped Spain would not insist on the cession 
of a port for fishing ; but that, if they did, he would build forts around the site ceded, 
and thus prevent its being made use of for trading purposes; whilst he was prepared 
to offer to prolong the payment of half the customs dues of his ports to Spain for a 
number of years if the Government of that country would forego their pretensions. 

I told His Majesty that I had not heard that Spain intended to insist on the 
cession of a port, and that I thought the Spanish Government would avoid giving rise 
to any embarrassing question at the present moment which might endanger His 
Majesty’s position in the eyes of his subjects. 

The Sultan appeared to be much impressed by the language I had held, 
particularly when I told him that there was a current belief in an old prophecy, that 
the Sultan of Morocco, who caused silver coin to be struck in Europe and entered 
Soos with an army in the same year, would never return. 

His Majesty requested me to point out how he could hire a steamer or steamers 
to provision his army. I recommended him to give orders to Cid Mohammed 
Barghash, who could put himself in communication with the agents of steam 
companies at Gibraltar. His Majesty abandoned for the present the idea of buying a 
Steamer, for which purpose he had sent the son of Cid Mohammed Barghash to 

ndon. 

I have to mention to your Lordship that on my journey to this city the Governors 
of the different provinces, who have all received orders to join the expedition with their 
contingents of cavalry, implored me to counsel the Sultan not to attempt to enter Soos 
m the present year, as that country would be destitute of forage and water. On m 
arrival here the Vizier and the chief officers of the Court, with whom I am acquainted, 
also requested me to dissuade the Sultan from marching into Soos in the present year, 
When there was sucha general state of distress throughout the Empire. They told 
me that they had used their best endeavours to dissuade His Majesty, but that he had 
turned a deaf ear to their counsels and entreaties. 

Since my conversation with the Sultan I have suggested, through one of his 
Secretaries, that His Majesty should send a Proclamation to the Soos people, to the 
effect that he had intended to visit their country, with the view of opening ports to 
facilitate the sale of produce and the purchase of European commodities, instead of 
their having to go for that purpose to the distant port of Mogador, but that on hearing 
of the general distress throughout Soos, His Majesty refrains this year from entering 
their country with his army, but will send a ship with masons and other artificers and 
provisions to Ifny+ or other suitable site for establishing a port, where there is a 
Sufficient supply of water; and that he calls upon the inhabitants of that district to 
aid in constructing a wall, which is to inclose the new port, and that he engages that 
very workman employed shall receive an adequate compensation in money or grain. 
[ added that when a strong enclosure has been constructed, a regiment of Askar could 
be sent to garrison it; guns could be placed in position on the walls and stores built 
for depositing a supply of provisions and ammunition of war, and then if the Sultan 


* This is the name of the site mentioned in the Spanish version of the Treaty as a port to be ceded asa 
“fishery.” In the Arabic it is called Agadeer.” The word “ Agadeer” in the Soos language means a fortified 
Place or castle.—J. H D. H. 

T About iatitude 29° N., longitude 13° W. 
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Mr. Mattei, of Malta) is the one who recently sought the aid of Mr. Reade in endea- 
vouring to get a further concession. 

Relying on the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government that the concession to 
M. Duplessis was against our Treaty with the Bey, and therefore inoperative, we have 
carefully refrained from seeking anything in the way of a concession for ourselves ; 
but if it should eventually be decided that the Bey has power to give such concessions, 
we trust Her Majesty’s Government will demand that we, as the pioneers in the large 
and valuable trade of esparto in the Regency, and as having invested large sums of 
money in plant, in the faith of the trade remaining open (as trade has hitherto been in 
Tunis), shall have equal advantages with any French or English subject in this 
business. Otherwise, our capital invested on the coast will be entirely lost to us, and 
the effect on our business will be ruinous. 
. We have, &e. : 


(Signed) PERRY, BURY, anp Co. 


No. 96. 
Sir J. Drummond Hay to Earl Granville.—(Received May 29.) 
(No. 73.) 


My Lord, Morocco, May 8, 1882. 

M. DIOSDADO has informed me that the object of his mission has chiefly 
to impress upon the Sultan and his Ministers the desire of the Spanish Government 
to maintain the most friendly relations, and to assure His Majesty that they take a 
deep interest in upholding His Majesty’s independence and the integrity of his 
dominions. ™M. Diosdado said that he had also told the Sultan that the views of his 
Goveinment with regard to late events and questions between the French and Moorish 
Governments coincide with those of the British Government, and that it will bea 
source of satisfaction to the Spanish Government to learn that a written assurance had 
been given by M. Ordega that no alteration of the frontier will be claimed, and that 
if French forces enter the Sahara in pursuit of Algerian Chiefs, they will not remain 
or construct fortifications in that territory. 

M. Diosdado informed me, with his usual frankness, that he would point out to 
the Sultan that the Treaty stipulation regarding the cession of the site on the south-west 
coast, as stipulated in the Treaty between Spain and Morocco, should be carried into 
execution as soon as His Majesty had the power to do so, He had requested that 
orders should be given to Moorish officers in the Reef to put a stop to the impediments 
which sometimes were offered in the provisioning of Spanish garrisons on the North 
African coast. M. Diosdado had also put forward a demand for satisfaction for the 
unjust imprisonment of a Spanish subject at Fez. 

Information which has basis imparted to me by members of the Sultan’s Goyern- 
ment confirms all that M. Diosdado has told me confidentially. 

The Sultan and his Ministers have expressed the satisfaction they have felt at the 
friendly deportment and the spirit of justice and moderation which guides 
M. Diosdado in all his communications, and I understand that His Majesty is 
disposed to accede to the wishes he has expressed for the settlement of the different 

uestions, and I have let His Majesty understand that I shall learn with satisfaction 
that he has done so. 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) J. H. DRUMMOND HAY. 


No. 97. 


Sir J. Drummond Hay to Earl Granville.—(Received May 29.) 
(No. 74.) 
My Lord, Morocco, May 8, 1882. 

A MOOR from the site called “ Ifuy,” in the province of Ait Bou Amran, on the 
coast of Soos, named Mohammed Ben-el-Hosein, arrived here with the Spanish 
Minister from Mogador. M. Diosdado informs me that this person represents himself 
as being deputed by the twelve Sheikhs of Ait Bou Amran to acquaint the Sultan that 
no opposition would be offered to His Majesty in his march through their territory, 
and that the inhabitants will offer their submission if His Majesty assures them of his 
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pacific intentions, and does not attempt to a heavy contributions. He requested 
the Spanish Minister to obtain for him safe-conduct, so as to enable him to make 
known his errand to the Sultan or his Vizier. 

A verbal message was sent by M. Diosdado and myself through the Moorish 
officer, Cid Bou Bekir, requesting that the Sultan should assure us that this emissary 
from Ait Bou Amran would not be arrested cr molested hereafter if allowed to deliver 
the message of his tribe. 

The Sultan having given, throvgh Cid Bou Bekir, a promise of safe-conduct, 
M. Diosdado sent the emissary to the Vizier, who took note of all he had to say, and 
sent the man back in safety with Cid Bou Bekir to the Spanish Mission. ; 

I have had some conversation with this Moor. He tells me that attempts have 
been made by French and English trading companies to establish themselves at Ifuy, 
and to open a trade there ; that he and other inhabitants were disposed to have encou- 
an foreigners to come to Ifuy, as they had no outlet for their produce. He 
informed me that several English merchants at Mogador had entered into a correspon- 
dence with the Chiefs of Ait Bou Amran, and that an engagement had been entered 
into to trade with the North African Company; that samples of rich minerals found 
near Ifuy had been sent to British merchants as a proof of the important commercial 
relations which might be established. He informed me that a letter I had addressed 
to Her Majesty’s Consul at Mogador, warning British subjects not to land on the Soos 
coast, had been communicated to the Sheikhs of Ait Bou Amran; that since they had 
received tidings that the Sultan desired to open a port, and as the continued droughts 
that had prevailed for four years in Ait Bou Amran were attributed by the inhabi- 
tants to God’s curse, because they had not submitted to the rule of the Sultan, the 
descendant of the Prophet, whilst those districts who had submitted were comparatively 
blessed with plenty, the tribe were quite disposed to become loyal subjects of His 
Majesty. He said there was an abundant supply of water at Ifuy. 

I informed the emissary that we desired to see the Sultan’s authority acknow- 
ledged throughout his dominions, but that I had requested His Majesty to treat with 
clemency and kindness his subjects in the Soos. I added that I hoped they would all 
be disposed to send workmen to aid His Majesty to build a wall around the site 
selected for a port, so as to insure the safety of merchandize, and that I looked forward 
to the day when I should visit the port at Ifuy, with the Sultan’s flag flying, and the 
district of Ait Bou Amran, and that I hoped to find the inhabitants engaged in an 
active trade with my countrymen. 

The emissary replied : ‘‘ Robbery is not known amongst us, though here it is rife. 
We shall hail the day with joy when a port is opened by His Shereefian Majesty, and 
if you pay our tribe a visit you will be welcomed by all.” 

I have, &ce. 
(Signed) J. H. DRUMMOND HAY, 


No. 98. 


Sir J. Drummond Hay to Earl Granville-—(Received May 29.) 
o. 77. 
y Ase! Morocco, May 14, 1882. 

THE Spanish Minister leaves the Court to-day for Mazagan, where a Spanish 
Government vessel awaits his arrival to convey him to Tangier. 

On the 11th instant a banquet was given to him and to the members of his mission 
by the Vizier, to which I was invited. As the Rey. José Lerchundi was prevented by 
indisposition from attending, I conducted the conversation between the Vizier and 
M. Diosdado. He repeated to the Vizier language similar to that he had held in his 
private audience with the Sultan* respecting the common interest that the British 
and Spanish Governments took in the maintenance of the Sultan’s independence and 
the integrity of his dominions, and the perfect understanding that existed between the 
two Governments, as also between M. Diosdado and myself, upon this subject. 

I told the Vizier that he was to accept this language as proceeding not only from 
the Spanish Minister, but also from myself. | 

M. Diosdado observed that it was of the greatest importance that no differences 
should arise between the Moorish Government and either of these friendly Powers, 
who take such lively interest in the Sultan’s welfare, and he therefore hoped to hear 


* See No. 96. 
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_ that any divergence of views regarding the continuation of the negotiation for the 
Commercial Convention between Great Britain and Morocco should be arranged in a 
friendly and satisfactory manner before my departure from the Court. 

On taking leave, the Vizier grasped jointly the hands of M. Diosdado and of 
myself in his; upon which I said, “This is a pledge of mutual goodwill, and of the 
perfect understanding that exists between us. The Governments of Great Britain and 
Spain have, I repeat, the same interest in upholding the independence of the Sultan 
and the integrity of his dominions, and also the same desire that His Majesty 
= ana continue to maintain friendly relations with France and with all other foreign 

owers.”” 

If no other object has been attained by the simultaneous visits of the British 
and Spanish Ministers to this Court than that of convincing the Sultan and his 
Ministers of the complete understanding that exists between the two Governments 
and their Representatives as regards Morocco, I think your Lordship will consider 
that it is a matter of satisfaction. 

I take advantage of this oppertunity of expressing to your Lordship the pleasure 
I have experienced in having had the good fortune to co-operate with a colleague who 
has given unceasing proofs of straightforward, honourable conduct in affairs, and who is 
utterly devoid of those petty feelings of jealousy which so frequently mar that good 
understanding which it is the desire of Her Majesty’s Government should exist 
between myself and my foreign colleagues. ; 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. H. DRUMMOND HAY. 


EE Ea Ree EN ane nus i gO ER eS ee 
No. 99. | 


Sir Charles W. Dilke to Messrs. Perry, Bury, and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 30, 1882. 

1 HAVE laid before Earl Granville your letter of the 23rd instant relative to the 
esparto concession recently granted by the Bey of Tunis to M. Duplessis, and com- 
Soon of the arbitrary proceedings of the concessionnaires in the case of property 

longing to your firm. 

I am directed by his Lordship to state that the question of this concession has 
been referred to the Law Officers of the Crown, and that, in accordance with their 
advice, he has instructed Her Majesty’s Agent at Tunis that in the absence of informa- 
tion regarding the right of exclusive property in the Bey to the esparto grass, he 
should not interfere in the matter. 

Iam to add that your letter under acknowledgment will also be referred to the 
Law Officers. 

Tam, &e 


(Signed) CHARLES W. DILKE. 


No. 100. 
Messrs. Perry, Bury, and Co. to Sir Charles W. Dilke.—(Received June 6.) 


_ Sir, Liverpool, June 2, 1882. 
| WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo. 
When the question of the concession was laid before Her Majesty’s Govern- 


ment, we understood they were of opinion that the same constituted a monopoly, 
and was therefore in contravention of our Treaty with the Bey. May we ask whether 
Her Majesty’s Government are still of this opinion ? 
Yours, &e. 
(Signed) PERRY, BURY, anp Co. 


[1269] Q 
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Lordship’s telegram of the 8th instant from the Governor of Skhira, who, according 
to version of Perry, Bury, and Co.’s representative, had already sold the same to 
the latter. Papers exist in support of both versions, and the case is referred to local 
authorities. As soon as I obtain further particulars I shall submit them to your 
Lordship. 


No. 104. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received June 12.) 
(No. 34.) 
My Lord, Tunis, June 5, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordship’s consideration the inclosed copy 
of a petition which I lately received from some of the leading British subjects 
resident at Sfax, with reference to what appears to be an arbitrary and illegal measure 
adopted by the Governor of that town to their great prejudice. The petitioners 
complain that his Excellency has interdicted the sale of property duly mortgaged to 
them from periods anterior to the late bombardment and sacking of Sfax. 

I have, in consequence, addressed a letter to the Tunisian Government, of which 
a copy is also hereto annexed, but have not since been wae with a reply. 

ve, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 104, 
Petition of certain British Subjects resident at Sfax. 


To Thos. F. Reade, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at 
Tunis. 


The petition of Giuseppe Spiteri and others, British merchants, residing and 
carrying on business at Sfax, in the Regency of Tunis, 


Humbly sheweth : 

1. THAT the whole of your petitioners have sustained great loss and damage by 
the bombardment and sacking of Sfax, during the months of June and July last. 

2. That, notwithstanding their repeated claims and the appointment of an Inter- 
national Commission to investigate the same, your petitioners have received no 
compensation for the losses aforesaid. 

8. That your petitioners regret to say that certain orders lately issued by the local 
authorities tend most materially to aggravate the critical position in which they are 
now placed. 

4. That the Governor of Sfax has now forbidden the sale of all real estates mort- 
gaged to your petitioners by their native debtors, and duly put up to public auction in 
default of payment, according to the local law and usages in force, and this notwith- 
standing that the mortgages in question were contracted prior to the bombardment and 
sacking aforesaid. ~ : 

5. That this arbitrary order, which has been officially communicated to your 
petitioners by the Tunisian Governor in person, 1s all the more un} ust, as it enables 
your petitioners’ debtors, to their prejudice, to obtain possession of all the crops of the 
current year. | 

6. That, in addition to this illegal order, the Governor of Sfax now asserts a right 
to arbitrarily fix the rate of interest on all long-standing claims. 

7. That it must be also remembered that your petitioners are unable to encash 
their unsecured debts from natives, owing to the goods of their debtors having been 
either destroyed or sold by auction by order of the Governor and on account of the 
Tunisian Government, as well as by reason of the heavy war indemnity imposed on 
their said debtors, and which bas reduced the whole population to penury. 

8. That the above orders threaten to involve the British mercantile community of 
Sfax in ruin. | 

For these reasons— 

Your petitioners protest against the Tunisian Government and all whom it may 
concern for all loss and damages which may result to them from such orders as 


6i 
Inclosure in No. 106. 


Memorandum of Language held to Mr. H, P. White by M. Diosdado regarding a 
Conversation he had with M. Ordega. 


_M. DIOSDADO called on me on the 24th May to say good-bye, as he was 
leaving for Spain. He asked me to report to Sir J. H. Drummond Hay a conversation 
he had just had with M. Ordega, as he feared he would not have time to write 
himself to Sir J. Drummond Hay. 

He stated that he mentioned to M. Ordega that he had heard from Sir J. 
Drummond Hay, at Marocco, the result of M. et. negotiation at the Moorish 
Court, regarding the frontier question, viz., that the Sultan had consented that French 
troops might cross the border in pursuit of Algerian insurgents, M. Ordega engaging, 
on the part of the French Government, that the French troops should Gnisedixislt 
afterwards return within French territory, and that on no account whatever would 
they erect forts, or establish any permanent posts on Moorish territory. 

M. Ordega observed that the information that had been imparted to M. Diosdado 
was correct, but, he added, that the engagement could affect only the present time, 
and that it was impossible to stafe what might occur in the immediate future, even 
within the next six months. He remarked that interpellations had taken place in the 
French Chamber on the subject, and that there existed a strong public feeling in 
France regarding it ; that complications might at any time bring about the necessity 
of their occupying Figuig ; and that Figuig had been found to be the most advan- 
tageous position for a French route through the Sahara. 

M. Diosdado observed that he feared that should France find it necessary to 
occupy Figuig, it would be found afterwards that circumstances would arise to make 
it equally necessary or convenient to occupy some yet further point of Maroceco 
territory, and this might go on indefinitely until the Mediterranean and the Atlantic 
oceans formed the boundaries of French ae age in North Africa. 

M. Ordega stated that he wished to be frank, and to show that he played “ cartes 
sur tables,” he would, therefore, read to M. Diosdado a despatch he had received from 
the French Minister at Paris. He then read extracts from a despatch in which the 
Minister spoke of the desire of the French Government to keep on good terms with 
Marocco, and to respect its independence and integrity, but only extracts were read 
from the despatch. 

M. Diosdado seeing that nothing could be gained by entering into any discussion 
of the question with M. Ordega, allowed the subject to drop. 


No. 107. 
Sir J. Drummond Hay to Earl Granville.—(Received June 19.) 


(No. 100. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tangier, June 12, 1882. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Hadj Abdelkrim Breesha has 
been sent by the Sultan on a special mission to the Court at Madrid. The object of 
the mission has been kept secret, but the Sultan mentioned to me when conversing 
about his expedition to Soos, that he was desirous of coming to an understanding with 
the Spanish Government regarding the cession made to Spain in 1860 of Santa Cruz 
la Pequefia as a fishery station. I inclose a translation from the Arabic text of 
Article VIII of that Treaty.* In the Spanish text the site ceded is mentioned as 
Santa Cruz la Pequefia. Ina despatch, marked No. 180, I addressed to Ear] Russell 
on the 28th May, 1860, explanations are given why the site ceded is called Agadeer in 
the Arabic text and Santa Cruz la Pequefia in the Spanish text. 

In reply to the query I put the Sultan as to what proposition he intended to 
make to the Spanish Government upon this question, he replied that he intended to 
offer to pay an indemnity if they would consent to abrogate the Article regarding the 
cession of the fishery site, and that, as he had no funds at present at his disposal, he 
thought of proposing that the Spanish should continue to receive half the receipts 
of Customs at the Moorish ports until an adequate spree was paid. If, on the 
other hand, Spain persisted in demanding the cession of the fishery, His Majesty then 


* Signed at Tetuan on the 26th April. 
[1269] R 
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| It will at once strike your Lordship that if all, or even a part, of what the writer 
says were true, the institution of European Consulates would be regarded with 
universal disfayour both by Europeans and natives. This, however, is very far from 
being the case. The Consular protection is absolutely necessary for the existence of a 
European Colony in Mahommedan countries, while the presence of Consular officers 
in those countries is looked on by the native population with favour as affording some 
check to the arbitrary power of their Rulers. The Bey, too, and his Government 
hy not unfrequently sought for and obtained support from the Consuls in times of 
ifficulty. 

Mention is made by the writer of Consular influence irregularly exercised in the 
the sanitary and municipal administrations, and this is assuredly the first instance of 
such a complaint being seriously put forward. ‘The direction of sanitary affairs in 
Tunis is confided to the Consular Corps by the Bey himself, who, if the arrangement 
did not work to his advantage, would certainly withdraw it from them. The Consuls 
are, moreover, represented as unduly interfering in matters connected with the Muni- 

ipality, and this charge is absolutely untrue. If it were so, the city would have a 
different appearance, and the present chaos would cease. 

My Italian colleague is furthermore accused of keeping up a corrupt system of 

rotection of natives and others. Whatever may be said of former French Consuls 
in this respect, I have reason to believe the allegation against the Italian authorities 
is wholly devoid of foundation, and the truth can easily be ascertained by reference to 


the Consular Registers. : 
The imputations on the Spanish Consul-General’s proceedings are equally 


undless. 
as However much the French may desire to extend their Protectorate by abolishing 
the “ Capitulations,” after having engaged to maintain them, it is to be regretted that 
resort is had to a wholesale and violent attack of this kind on a body of men to whom 
any progress made in these countries is to be mainly attributed. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inelosure in No. 109. 


Extract from the “ Journal des Débats” of June 13, 1882. 


LETrRES DE TUNISIE, 
( Voir les numéros des 30 Avril, 4, 20, 30 Mai, 3 et 9 Juin.) 


VIIl.—Les Consulats. 


__ JE ne saurais trop insister sur la nécessité absolue de la suppression des Capitula- 
tions en Tunisie. A mon avis, cette suppression est encore plus indispensable que 
celle de la Commission Financiére; dans tous les cas, elle est certainement plus 
urgente. On comprendrait 4 la rigueur que la France ajourndt les réformes finan- 
ciéres, les remaniements d’impdts quelle doit accomplir dans ce pays pour y ramener 
Vaisance d’abord, la prospérité plus tard. Ce qu’on ne comprendrait pas, e’est qu’elle 
renoncit 4 y faire régner tout de suite l’ordre et la sécurité. Or, encore une fois, il n’y 
& pas de gouvernement, pas d’administration possible avec le régime Consulaire. I 
faut se résigner 4 imiter les Tures, ) ne faire ni autrement ni mieux qu’eux, ou se 
débarrasser sans retard des Capitulations. On ignore trop en France ce que c'est 
qu’un Consul d’Orient. Il n’y a pas d’Ambassadeur, pas de Ministre, pas méme de 
Souverain qui ait une autorité égale 4 la sienne. Véritable potentat, il détient une 
Partie du pouvoir du Gouvernement auprés duquel il est acerédité, et cette partie est 
Vautant plus grande qu'il est Iui-méme plus remuant et qu’il empiéte avec plus de 
hardiesse, soit sur les droits de l’Etat, soit sur ceux des collégues qui lui disputent 
influence. Sa souveraineté est en partie double: elle s’exerce 4 la fois sur seg 
nationaux et sur le pays dans lequel il est établi. Mais elle n’est réelle qu’en ce qui 
Concerne ce dernier. Les Capitulations faisaient du Consul un maitre sans contréle 
des nationaux, théoriquement ils n’ont d’existence, de biens, de sécurité que par lui; 
il peut les juger, les emprisonner, les traiter comme il lui plait. Mais il faut recon- 
haitre que, dans la pratique, il est plutét leur jouet et leur instrument. Lorsque, par 
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le systéme des Capitulations, les Puissances Occidentales avaient obtenu des Puissances 
Orientales des concessions énormes au profit des Européens, il avait été entendu qu’en 
revanche ces Européens ne pourraient étre que des hommes choisis, placés sous une 
tutelle sévére, payant un cautionnement avant de s’embarquer pour le Levant, et 
won rapatrierait au plus vite & la moindre faute, au moindre écart de conduite. Le 
onsul était done une sorte de censeur dont la juridiction, aussi attentive que sévére, 
devait réprimer toute fraude commise au détriment des pays qui voulaient bien 
accorder aux EBuropéens une hospitalité exceptionnelle, privilégiée, telle que nulle part 
ailleurs il n’en existait. Les lois n’ont pas varié depuis le dix-septi¢me siécle; mais 
hélas! les murs ont subi des révolutions profondes. Aujourd’hui les colonies 
i res en Orient sont formées d’éléments variés, multiples, disparates, en grande 
partie détestables. Il en résulte qu’au lieu de rester un censeur, le Consul est devenu 
‘par la force des choses un complice. I] a cédé au temps sans obstination. Placé a la 
téte d’une population remuante, qui n’est venue en Orient que pour y faire de rapides 
fortunes par aie moyens ayouables ou non avouables, il est condamné, sous peine d’étre 
accusé de manquer de patriotisme et d’étre pa daccusations odieuses jusque 
dans la métropole, & se faire le serviteur des plus tristes intéréts. De Ja ces scenes & 
la fois grotesques et tragiques que les journaux 4 scandale se sont plus & mettre en 
lumiére depuis quelques mois. De li ces affaires véreuses, ces entreprises qui parai- 
traient criminelles en Europe, et pour lesquelles en Orient les Consuls des plus Grandes 
Puissances entrent en campagne, comme s’il s‘agissait de l’honneur et de la puissance 
de leur pays. | 
Dieu me garde de dire que tous les Européens établis en Orient y poursuivent des 
intéréts condamnables! En Orient comme partout il y a de trés honnétes gens, qui 
travaillent sans bruit, qui gagnent modestement leur vie, qui rendent des services 
considérables sans demander pour cela une rémunération exagérée, qui ont horreur des 
| tage illicites et des coupables succes. Mais ceux-li ne voient leur Consul que pour 
e saluer les jours de féte; tandis que ceux qui l’entourent, qui se pressent & ses cdtes, 
ui réclament sans cesse son concours, sont presque toujours des aventuriers désireux 
e s’enricher en quelques années et & quelque prix que ce soit. C'est ainsi que se 
forme dans les ee Orientales, sous le nom de Colonies Européennes, une population 
flottante & laquelle vient se joindre un grand nombre d’indigénes qui sollicitent et qui 
finissent par obtenir la protection Consulaire. Quelques-uns de ces indigénes sont 
aussi des gens honnétes cherchant un abri contre l’arbitraire Turc, mais la grande masse, 
il faut bien le dire, est composée de tout ce que l’Orient contient de plus méprisable. 
C’est pour étre en mesure d’exploiter sans merci le Gouvernement, d’obtenir de lui des 
concessions honteuses, puis de couvrir ces concessions du drapeau d’un grand pays, 
que la plupart des Orientaux désirent si ardemment la protection Huropéenne. Les 
procédés par lesquels ils lobtiennent sont bien souvent dignes du but qui la leur fait 
souhaiter. Peu & peu s’organise autour du Consul une société déplorable qui 
lV’enyeloppe, qui l’enserre, et qui finit par l’'absorber s’il n’a pas une force de caractére 
peu commune. Comment veut-on que des jeunes gens arrivés en Orient i dix-huit ou 
vingt ans en qualité d’éléves Consuls, soumis dés cet Age & toutes les solicitations, 
exposés i toutes les séductions du pouvoir absolu, traités comme tous les despotes, 
dont chacun flatte ou plut6t provoque les caprices, résistent 4 une pareille éducation ? 
Beaucoup succombent. Leur sens moral se déforme, et s'ils ne deviennent pas mal- 
honnétes, ils perdent du moins ces scrupules, ces délicatesses de conscience sans 
lesquels on risque toujours de se laisser entrainer 4 des fautes de conduite d’un 
caractére trés fAcheux. Or, c’est 1d, au point de vue purement politique, un trés grand 
malheur. I] ne faudrait envoyer en Orient que des Agents, je ne dis pas seulement 
d’une probité publique parfaite, mais d’une correction personnelle & Yabri de tout 
soupgon. On s’imagine trop en Europe que l’Orient étant corrompu les questions de 
mceurs y sont indifférentes. Rien n’est plus faux. Les indigénes sont d’autant plus 
sensibles que pour leur compte ils sont moins vertueux. C'est précisément parce que 
leur conduite est généralement mauvaise que les Orientaux n’ont de respect que pour 
Yaustérité. Une seule erreur suffit 4 compromettre 4 leurs yeux le prestige d’un 
Agent. Ils regardent tout de suite comme un de leurs semblables et traitent en consé- 
uence Vhomme dont ils ont découvert le cété faible. Les villes d’Orient, Le Caire, 
Dass Alexandrie, Beyrouth, Tunis, &c., sont de plus, de véritables petites villes, ot 
il est impossible de cacher un scandale, si léger qu'il soit, oh les moindres peccadilles 
deviennent énormes, tant elles sont colportées et grossies avec une rapidité extra- 
Je signalerai encore un danger des Consulats qui produit en Orient des effets 
désastreux, bien qu’en Tunisie, 4 ce qu’on m’a dit, il n’existe presque pas; je veu¥ 
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parler de l’organisation du ee Je n*hésite point & dire que le Drogmanat, tel 

quill est pratiqué, est une des P aies de la dinlematia. Il est indispensable de prendre 

des Drogmans dans le pays méme de chaque Consulat, car les Puissances Européennes 

n’ont malheureusement pas assez d’Agents sachantl’Arabe et le Ture pour se passer des 

services des indigénes; mais il en résulte que les Consuls sont 4 la merci de gens du 

pays qui, la plupart du temps, ne méritent aucune confiance et leur font commettre 
ien des sottises. 

Il existe en Orient deux sortes de Drogmans: les Drogmans honoraires, qui sont 
attachés aux Consulats par un lien fictif afin d’obtenir le protectorat Européen, et les 
véritables Drogmans qui traitent les affaires des Consulats. Les premiers sont en 
général assez nombreux : les Consuls aiment 4 accorder le protectorat 4 des familles 
importantes qui répandent ensuite notre influence dans le pays. Quoique ces protégés 
soient souvent em nts, quoique leurs intéréts ne soient pas toujours faciles 4 
défendre, quoi qu’ils aient donné lieu parfois aux plus tristes abus, ils sont en somme 

utiles, et il ne faudrait pas les supprimer complétement. C’est sur les seconds que 
devraient porter les réformes. Quelques-uns d’entre eux sont payés, mais d’une 
Mani¢re insuffisante; d’autres ne sont pas payés du tout. Cesont généralement des 
commergants, ou des propriétaires, qui se servent de l’autorité des Consulats presque 
exclusivement dans leur intérét personnel. Il n’est pas rare de voir tel Drogman qui 
est entré dans un Consulat dans un état voisin de la pauvreté, qui n’y a pas touché un 
liard d’appointements, et qui au bout de quelques années posséde une fortune consi- 
dérable. N’est il pas évident que le Drogmanat a été pour lui la plus féconde des 
-vaches & lait, et n’est-il pas scandaleux que la diplomatie des Grandes Puissances 
-puisse étre, comme les Administrations Turques, une place commode pour s’enricher 
aux dépens du public? Tous les Drogmans qui traitent les affaires des Consulats 
devraient étre rétribués, largement rétribués, et on devrait en revanche leur interdire 
absolument le commerce, l'industrie, la spéculation sous quelque forme que ce soit; 
car, je le répéte, permettre & des hommes qui ne sont pas toujours recommandables de 
se servir du nom de la France ou de Angleterre comme d’un pavillon pour leurs 
marchandises est un abus dont les conséquences ne peuvent étre que désastreuses. 
i Vivant dans un milieu interlope, conseillé par des Drogmans d’une valeur 
intellectuelle médiocre et d’une moralité douteuse, si le Consul, comme je le disais 
tout’ l’heure, est devenu la plupart du temps le jouet de ses nationaux.dont il devait 
étre le censeur, en revanche son autorité vis-h-vis du Gouvernement auprés duquel il 
est accrédité n’a fuit que grandir depuis l’origine des Capitulations jusquw’d nos jours. 
Le Consul et sa colonie forment un Etat V’Etat. Od commence l’action du 
Consul s’arrétent la police, l’administration, la justice, les lois. Et cette action n’a 
pas de limites. Elle peut s’étendre sur les indigénes aussi bien que sur les Européens 
au moyen de la protection dont les effets sont cent fois plus grands que ceux de 
la naturalisation en Europe. En devenant protégé, on n’acquiert seulement 
le droit d’un citoyen, on se dispense de ses deyoirs. Le protégé comme le national est 
Soustrait & Pimpét; il est 4 Vabri de Pautorité locale ; il peut la braver impunément. 
Or, il suffit d’un mot du Consul, bien souvent d’un caprice plus ou moins intéressé du 
Drogman, pour transformer en protégé homme qui était la veille Ture, Egyptien, ou 
Tunisien. Dés lors cette homme devient un petit Souverain; dans la sphére de ses 
intéréts il est libre de s’emparer de la puissance publique; personne ne saurait 
Yen empécher; s’il s’établit sur un terrain, s’il s’en arroge la propriété, il sera presque 
Impossible de len déloger; s'il refuse de payer une taxe, nul n’a le moyen de |’y 
Contraindre ; s’il commet un crime ou un délit, il se couvrira d’un prétexte politique 
pour échapper au chatiment, et il y échappera. On a beau vivre en Orient, on a beau 
Y assister tous les jours aux spectacles les plus étranges, quand on n’a pas lesprit fait 
dune certaine maniére, on y éprouve & tout propos de nouvelles surprises. Ce n’est 
Pas sans stupéfaction, j’en conviens, que déjeunant aux environs de Tunis dans une 
sire Frangaise, j’ai entendu un des convives porter le toast suivant: “ Buyons & 
France, Messieurs ! nous sommes ici sur territoire Francais. Nous y faisons tout ce 
ue nous voulons, et nous ne payons pas l’impét!” La naiveté de cet aveu, ou plutdt 
€ cette déclaration, m’a confondu. Se glorifier @habiter un pays pour Vexploiter 
indignement, sans supporter aucune des charges publiques, est une coutume Orientale 
4 laquelle je ne m’habituerai jamais. Cependant presque tous les Européens et les 
protégés Européens raisonnent comme la personne qui portait le toast que je viens de 
Citer. Si nous laissons subsister les Capitulations en Tunisie, il ne faut done pas nous 
faire d’illusion sur Pavenir qui nous y attend. Déji les Italiens ont trés habilement 
accordé leur protection, non seulement & des individus isolés, mais 4 des familles, 4 des 
ast a en masse. Dans certaines villes du littoral ils ont, d’un seul coup, 
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personnel. I] en a tellement abusé aoe a fini par ne plus y croire, et que lorsqu’on 
en a parlé & Arabi Pacha il s’est mis 4 rire. Mais tout le monde n’a pas la philosophie 
d’Arabi Pacha, et la perspective de l’arrrivée de la flotte a presque toujours fait céder 
les Gouvernements Orientaux. 

| Comme toutes les Puissances absolues, les Consuls sont d’humeur jalouse et con- 
quérante. Ne s’occupant guére que d’intéréts privés, mettant sans cesse I'honneur de 
leur pays 4 faire obtenir des avantages matériels 4 leurs nationaux, ils en arrivent 
bientét & ne plus pouvoir supporter qu’aucun de leurs collégues entre en concurrence 
avec eux et obtienne les mémes succés. Les appétits individuels, dont on connait la 
violence, sont généralement exclusifs ; lorsque la politique consiste uniquement i les 
satisfaire, il est inévitable qu’il se produise des conflits incessants, a sans 
autre issue que la violence. On peut établir comme rdgle générale qu’il y a dans 
presque toutes les villes d’Orient deux ou trois Consuls qui se disputent l’influence, 
c'est-i-dire les concessions, les faveurs, les dons gratuits du Gouvernement au profit 
de leurs nationaux. La lutte s’engage entre eux avec une ardeur peu commune. C’est 
de la meilleure foidu monde qu’un Agent s’imagine servir son pays en faisant octroyer 
4 Tun de ses nationaux, au détriment d’un rival étranger, quelque affaire véreuse 
qu’on rougirait d’exposer devant un public Européen. La ruse, la force entrent en 
jeu. On oublie bientét la morale dans un combat acharné oi il n’est question que de 
priviléges, que d’abus & exploiter, oi Vintérét du pays dans lequel on se trouve est 
indignement oublié, ot ’on met en coupe réglée un Gouvernement et une nation » 
Yavantage de quelques Européens. Les tétes s‘échauffent, la colére s’éveille; la 
situation s’aigrit, tourne au tragique, et le jour vient ot les armées seules peuvent 
dénouer une crise qui n’était 4 Vorigine qu’une simple querelle entre des appétits 
excités 4 la curée. 

On s’explique sans peine que, comprenant et remplissant ainsi leur rdéle, les 
Consuls aient une horreur profonde pour la politique d’action financiére, administrative 
et judiciaire qui tend & remplacer en Orient la politique des Capitulations. Un Consul 
d’teypte me disait un jour: “Il faut maintenir tous les abus du régime Kgyptien, et 
 étre assez forts pour les faire tourner & notre profit!” Consciemment ou inconsciem- 
ment ils raisonnent tous de la méme maniére. Leur éducation ne les prépare pas & 
favoriser les réformes administratives et judiciaires. Ne connaissant que des questions 
dintéréts privés, ils ne sont pas aptes 4 prendre en main la direction des grandes affaires. 
Pour s’acquitter de cette oeuvre, il faut des hommes spéciaux, des hommes compétents, 
des hommes du métier. Or, lorsque ces hommes arrivent en Orient, mieux ils sont 
choisis, mieux ils s’acquittent de leur mission, plus ils ont de talent, d’autorité, de 
prestige, plus ils augmentent l’influence véritable de leur pays, et plus naturellement 
ils rejettent dans l’ombre le Consul et diminuent son pouvoir absolu. C'est un phéno- 
~ Inéne qui m’a beaucoup frappé en Egypte. On sait que les Consuls s’étaient opposés 
de toutes leurs forces 4 la réforme judiciaire, et qu’ils la regardent encore avec beau- 
coup de mauvais vouloir. Mais la réforme administrative leur a causé plus (irritation 
encore, On s’est demandé pourquoi lhomme qui l’a dirigée avec une supériorité si 
éclatante, M. de Bligniéres, avait été tour & tour dénoneé avee une violence extréme 
par trois Consuls? C’est tout simplement parce qu’en mettant un terme aux abus et 
en restreignant les Capitulations, il ruinait la politique Consulaire. Tous les hauts 
fonctionnaires qui travaillaient avec lui d la réorganisation de l’Kgypte ont été égale- 
ment en butte & Vhostilité sourde des Consuls. La méme chose s’est produite dans 
@autres conditions, mais avec le méme caractére en Tunisie. 

Pour les Consuls, toute critique est_insupportable, tout homme qui la formule est 
un incapable ou un mauvais esprit. Du moment qu’il s’agit de faire triompher 
Vinfluence nationale—et c’est toujours de cela qu’il s’agit, méme dans les questions les 
plus manifestement particuliéres,—d quoi bon s’arréter aux détails, aux scrupules de 
Conscience, voir aux difficultés ou aux impossibilités matérielles? J entendais, il y a 
quelques jours, un de nos compatriotes raconter une conversation du Directeur des 

vaux Publics 4 laquelle il avait assisté, au sujet d’une concession réclamée par un 
rancais. 

Cotte concession était donnée dans les termes les plus vagues: elie portait sur 
toute une province de la Tunisie, elle comprenait des propriétés appartenant d des tribus. 

Le Directeur des Travaux Publics avait fait remarquer qu’il faudrait la préciser 
et la restreindre de maniére 4 respecter les droits existants. Notre compatriote n’en 
revenait pas. “Eh quoi! disait-il, s’arréter 4 de pareilles objections quand il s’agit de 
Vintérét dun des nétres, n’est-ce pas porter atteinte 4 notre influence r Je ne 
_Comprends pas Je Directeur des Travaux Publics. C'est pourtant bien un Francais !’” 
telle est la naiveté avec laquelle tous les Européens, 4 quelque nation qu’ils appar- 
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When England announced to France the suspension of the Capitulations in Cyprus, 
Mr. Waddington had not consulted the other Powers; he had shown his confidence in 
Her Majesty’s Government by at once accepting the new state of things. 

When Austria had introduced her judicial system into Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
France had again assented to the change without waiting to consult the other Powers. 

Why, then, did England hesitate when France wished to take a similar progressive 
step ; why should she wait to consult the other Powers; and especially why should she 
wish to retrench herself behind Italy ? 

The relations between England and France were on a very different footing from 
those between France and Italy ; he should be very much disappointed, indeed, if England 
were not more willing to oblige France than Italy would be. 

He did not conceal from himself that he might have to do at first without the 
consent of Italy ; but he proposed not to wait for it when he had once obtained the 
consent of the other Powers. 

Germany, Spain, and several other nations have already given favourable replies ; 
surely England was not going to be less friendly ? 

I said [ could not help thinking that M. Tissot must not have reported correctly what 
your Lordship said if he represented Her Majesty’s Government as less friendly in this 
matter now than they had been. I was not aware of any change in your Lordship’s views, 
but would report to your Lordship what his Excellency had just said. 

He must excuse me, however, if I could not see what right he had to look upon a 
friendly inquiry, as to the views of other Governments made by England, as in any way 
showing a want of sympathy with France. 

The question of the abolition of the Capitulations in Tunis was a serious one, 
affecting many interests. In such cases the Powers usually consulted each other; and 
Italy, as a great Power, would also naturally be one of those whose views Her Majesty’s 
Government would wish to be acquainted with. 

His Excellency again said that from England he expected a very different treatment 
from that which he anticipated from Italy ; and he begged me to let your Lordship see how 
much he hoped Her Majesty’s Government would not wait till Italy had pronounced 
give France the proof of friendship which he felt he had a right to expect from 
them. 

M. Duclerc, who at one moment spoke with some warmth, said jokingly, as I was 
leaving the room, ‘‘ You know we are, and shall continue to be, your friends, but on 
condition that you also will do something for us.” re 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) F. R. PLUNKETT. 


No. 150. 
Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. 


(Telegraphic.) _ Foreign Office, October 4, 1882, 1°40 P.m. 
YOUR telegram No. 29 of 30th ultimo., 
Subject of the Capitulations brought under consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government by French Ambassador, but it has not yet been fully considered, and no 
decision has yet been arrived at. 


No. 151. 


Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. 
(No. 19. Ext.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1882. 

IN your telegram No. 29 of the 30th ultimo, you inform me that great excitement 
has been caused at Tunis by an announcement made by the Havas Telegraphic Agency 
that Her Majesty’s Government have consented to the abrogation of the Capitulations in 
the Regency. 

I hive to state to you that the subject of the te einen has been brought under 
the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government by the French Ambassador at this Court, 
but the question has not yet been fully considered, and no decision has therefore been 
arrived at with regard to it. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


* Not printed. 
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